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STORM COALITION INC.
Save The Oak Ridges Moraine

Seasonal Storms

Busy t i mes on t he
Morai ne and down
at  Queen' s Park
duri ng t he months of
October  and Novem-
ber.

The ini ti al  spark was the
whi ff of  possibl e pol i t ical
scandal  at t he provinci al
l evel ,  wi t h two mi ni sters
bei ng accused by t he
Opposi ti on of  act i ons
i ndi cat i ng i mproper
level s of  coziness wi th
developers.

Fuel i ng t he f i re onto t he
pages of  GTA newspa-
pers, radi o and t el evision
medi a,  as wel l  as on to
the fl oor of  the Legisla-
ture, i s t he greatly in-
creased t ensi on between,

on t he
one hand,  devel opers

seeki ng approval  f or some of  t he
bi ggest urban projects ever envisaged
on t he Morai ne,  and on t he other
hand,  vi gorous response f rom a wi de
range of  envi ronmental  groups.
Wi t h remarkabl e speed,  new al l i -
ances have been f ormed and new
act ion pl ans devi sed t o st rengthen
Morai ne pr otect i on.   And some
muni ci pal  gover nment s,  on whom
so much planni ng responsibi l i t y has
been downl oaded by t he provi nce,
have exhi bi ted a col l aborat ive i nt er-
est in sett i ng f i rmer st andards f or the
Morai ne.   Al so wort h ment i oni ng i s
t hat  publ i c at t endance at  some key
meet i ngs has been unusual l y hi gh.

The cent ral  issue i s urban sprawl

Ri di ng t he STORM Waves

and t he l ack of  l eadershi p
shown by t he provi nci al
government  t o deal  wi t h
ei t her Moraine protect ion
or t he bi g pi cture pl anni ng
that i s so necessary.   Before
the Board are t hree ex-
tremely si gni fi cant  heari ngs,
two of  whi ch i nvol ve possi -
bl e extensi ons of ' big'  sewer
pi pes onto t he Morai ne.
The Li beral  Opposi t i on has
shown l eadershi p i n i nt ro-
duci ng Bi l l  12,  a pri vate
members bi l l ,  asking f or an
Oak Ri dges Mor ai ne Com-
mi ssi on.  Our j ob i s t o keep
thi s goi ng, so read on.  What
a ride so far.

STORM present s Posi t i on Paper  -  aski ng f or  suppor t .
Debbe Cr andal l ,  Execu-
t i ve Di rector  presented
STORM' s Posi t i on
Paper/Pl edge at  a panel
at  t he Cl ean Waters
Summi t  on Sat urday,
November 20.   A copy
of this Posi tion, as wel l
as a Backgr ound Report ,
i s i ncl uded wi t h thi s
mai l i ng.  If  you al so feel
t hat,  ' enough is enough' ,
' please si gn on.   Your

support  i s cri t ical .    Make copi es for
f r i ends and col leagues.   Those of
you who have regi st ered your e-
mai l  address wi th us wi l l  have seen
thi s al ready - please feel  free to
di st ribute t hrough your group' s l i st
servers.

Many of  the speci f i c poi nt s f low
f rom a j oi nt  press conference hel d
on November  1 at  Queen' s Park.
The Federat i on of  Ontari o Natural -
i st s,  STORM,  Eart hroots,  Ket t l e
Lakes Coal i t i on and Uxbr i dge

Conservat i on Assoi cat i on announced
a f our-part act i on plan for the prov-
i nce incl udi ng:  bri ngi ng in t ough
new pl anni ng cont rols,  freeze on al l
publ ic spendi ng on proj ect s (incl ud-
i ng pl anning processes) t hat  are
damagi ng t he Morai ne,  dedi cat i on of
5% of  t he SuperBui l d f und f or l and
aqui si t i on and a devel opment  sur-
charge on houses bui l t  on t he mo-
rai ne.   The groups have requested a
meet i ng wi t h t he Premi er  and Mr
Cl ement .
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I n December,  1998,  Dave Shar pe,
Geol ogi cal  Survey of  Canada and
Proj ect  Manager of  t he Oak Ri dges
Morai ne Hydr ogeol ogy Pr oj ect ,  wrot e
a l et ter t o t he Regi ons of York,  Dur-
ham and Peel ,  off ering the servi ces of
t he GSC.   Coi ncidental l y,  resi dent s of
York,  vi a t he Of f i ci al  Pl an Report Card
exerci se,  had just  gi ven a C grade to
York' s act ions to protect  the
Morai ne.

Spurred on by t hi s,  New-
mar ket  Mayor

Tom

Taylor,
issued a chal -
l enge t o t he Regional
Counci l s of  York,  Durham and
Peel  to work t ogether t o get  the prov-
i nce t o re-engage in protect i on of t he
Morai ne.

Staff  f rom the t hree regi ons held f ocus
groups of  st akehol ders and devel oped a
background report  The Oak Ri dges
Morai ne Towards a Long Term Strategy.
I n t hi s,  t he f ol l owi ng recommenda-
t i ons are made:

• The Regi ons of  York,  Durham and
Peel  endorse t he prepara-
t i on of  a coordi nated l ong
term Strategy f or t he
Morai ne.

•  The t hree Regi ons
commence di scussi ons
wi t h t he Provi nce t o
obtai n t hei r support  for
preparat i on of  an Oak
Ri dges Morai ne-speci f i c
Pol i cy Statement  under
Sect i on 3 of t he Pl anning
Act.

•  Wi de consul t at i on wi t h
area muni ci pal i ti es and

stakeholders.

•  Establ i sh an Advi sory Panel  of
hydrogeol ogists.

•  Establ i sh a hydrogeol ogi cal  data
management  programme.

Durham and Peel  Counci l s ap-
proved t he work t o date wi t h st rong
support  t o move f orward wi t h t he
recommendat i ons.   However  on
September 15,  1999 York Pl anni ng
Commi t t ee chose not  t o move
forward at t hi s ti me,  instead aski ng
for a 60-day publ i c comment i ng
peri od on t he background report
itself.

On October 26,  t he Ci t y of
Toronto unani mousl y

passed a mo-
tion to

be
i ncluded in t hese
di scussi ons and t o parti ci -
pate i n devel opi ng a l ong-t erm
st rategy for the Morai ne.

STORM,  Feder at i on of  Ontari o
Natural i st s, Eart hroots and the
Cal edon Envi ronment al  Advi sory
Commi t t ee met  wi t h st af f  f rom t he
three Regions to support t he di rec-
tion taken.

The f inal  st aff  report  goes before
York Counci l  on December 1.

Bel ow are excer pt s f rom STORM’ s
response t o t he background report .

“Ment i on urban sprawl  and most
peopl e wi l l  agree that our countrysi de
i s i n i mmi nent  danger of  being l ost  t o
houses and pavement .   Most  woul d
agree t hat  urban sprawl  i s an out come
of short-si ghted thinki ng where a
balance has been l ost between serving
the publ ic interest  in favour of greed.

Joi nt -Regi onal  I ni t i at i ve on the Morai ne

Regions uniting in Moraine fight
Toronto Star , November  3, 1999

Announcement s
I naugural  meet i ng of  Bui l di ng an
Oak Ri dges Mor ai ne Land Trust .

Tuesday,  December 7,  1999 7 -  9
p m

Host ed by Newmar ket  Mayor
Tom Tayl or.  Counci l  Chamber s,
Town of  Newmar ket ,  395
Mul l och Dri ve.    Everyone wel -
come.   Cont act  Mary Dubé at
905 473-7612.

( contd on page 5)
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More Bi g Pi pe:
Uxbr i dge and Gan
Eden
One of  t he bi ggest  singl e urban
devel opment s

ever proposed on
the Oak Ri dges Morai ne – t he “Gan
Eden Communi t y” – i s t he subj ect
of  an appl i cat i on by Jay-M Hol di ngs
di rectl y t o t he Ontario Muni ci pal
Board.

The di mensi ons of  t he proposal  are
staggering.  Some 2,500 residenti al
uni t s,  an 18-hole gol f  course and a
branch campus of  Durham Col l ege
woul d be bui l t .   Thi s of  course
necessi t at es t hat  t he Uxbridge Urban
Area Boundary woul d be expanded
to accommodate t hi s ki nd of
growth.

Al l  of  t he l ands are designated as
Envi ronmental l y Sensi t i ve Areas.
They are part  of  t he Uxbri dge Creek
Inf i l trat ion Area and are partial l y
designated as provi ncial l y si gni f icant
wetl and.

The urban populat i on t arget  f or t he
“new Uxbri dge”  woul d go f rom t he
current  popul at i on of  7, 000 t o
19,000.   Dr i nki ng water  woul d be
f rom l ocal  groundwater suppl i es but
t he servi cing woul d have t o be a Bi g
Pi pe connect i on t o t he York Dur-
ham Sewer  System (YDSS) .

The sheer audaci t y of  Mr
Tannenbaum’ s acti ons has created
qui te a st i r.  His fi rst  proposal  for
770 housi ng uni t s was summari l y
t urned down by t he Town and l at er

Pl a n ni n g  By  Ap pe a l : Th r ee  Ma j o r  Boa r d
He a r i n g s

wi thdrawn at  t he regi onal  l evel .   Hi s
second proposal  f or 2,500 uni ts f l ew
i n t he f ace of  a November 9,  1998
unani mous Town resol ut i on advi s-
i ng t he Provi nce and t he Regi on

that t hey do
“not  support
t he extensi on
of  t he Bi g Pi pe
to t he Town-

ship.”

The Uxbri dge Conservat i on Asso-
ci at i on (a STORM Coal i t i on mem-
ber) characteri zes i t as a proposal  “to
bui l d another t own south of  down-
t own Uxbr i dge. ”  The advent  of  t he
Bi g Pi pe wi l l  put  unprecedented
pressures on Goodwood and other
l ands south of  Uxbri dge.

At  al l  publ i c and counci l  meet i ngs
hel d by t he Town and Regi on,  t here
has been st andi ng room onl y wi t h a
st rong one-voi ce NO to t he appl i ca-
tion.

Wynn Wal t ers,  spokesperson f or t he
newl y-formed Ci t i zens Al l i ance of
Uxbri dge says,  “We are not  opposed
to growth.   But  i t  shoul d be cont rol -
l ed.    The Gan Eden i s di amet ri cal l y
opposed to these [off icial ]  pl ans. "

Goi ng i nt o t he Board Heari ng,  t he
proposal  has been rej ected by both
the Townshi p and t he Regi on.
I nteresti ngl y,  the adjacent Region of
York has sought  part y st atus at t he
heari ng i n rejecti on of  an extensi on
of  the Bi g Pipe.

The heari ng start s February 14,
2000 wi t h an expected t hr ee-month
durat ion.

Ki ng Ci t y:
Ki ng Ci t y,  a smal l  communi t y of
5, 000 on t he Oak Ri dges Morai ne,
is i n the eye of an al l  too t ypical
st orm.   Local  counci l  has approved a
communi t y pl an t hat  wi l l  doubl e t he
popul at i on t o 10, 000 by 2016 wi t h
a mature st at e of  12,000 by 2021,
despi t e t he f act t hat  75% of l ocal
resi dent s expressed through a pet i -
t i on t hei r vi si on of  7, 500 peopl e by
2021.

Big Pipe Woes
The 10,000 popul at i on i s a doubl e-
edged sword;  i t  seems t o be t he
magi c number t hat  makes i t  cost -
ef f ect i ve t o extend the Bi g Sewer
Pi pe ( YDSS) t o Ki ng Ci t y.   Behi nd
the scenes,  l ocal  counci l  cal led in the
Heal t h Department  t o decl are part s
of t he vi l l age ' publ i c heal th hazards' ,
ci ti ng leaking septi c systems as the
cause.   This appears t o be a red
herri ng;  numerous water sampl es of
t he East  Humber upst r eam and
downst r eam show no i ndi cat i on of
contami nat i on.

A number  of  NGOs,  i ncl udi ng
STORM Coal i t i on,  are appeari ng as
part i es at  t he upcomi ng Board
heari ng begi nni ng November 22.    I f
t hi s i s approved and t he Bi g pi pe
extended west  f rom Bathurst  al ong
Ki ng Road,  t here wi l l  be no way t o
stop a westward march of  urbani za-
t i on across t he south sl ope of  the
Morai ne.   For more i nf o cal l
Dorothy I zzard,  905 833-5816.

York Regi on' s forests devastated,  report  says
Er a Banner ,  1999
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Ah,  the hi storic Yonge St reet  Corri -
dor i s once agai n on t he move.
From Newmarket  t o t he nor t h and
Ri chmond Hi l l  t o t he south,  t here

are two remai ni ng undevel -
oped ki l omet res of  Mo-
raine across Yonge St reet .
Four maj or devel opers
have pl ans f or up t o 7, 000
housi ng uni ts on classi c
Morai ne l and – headwaters
of  t he Rouge,  Don and
East  Humber Ri vers,
provincial l y signi fi cant
wet l and compl ex,  habi tat
for regi onal l y rare song-
bi rds, red shouldered
hawks and f orest  dwel l i ng
speci es and rare and sensi -
tive ket tl e lakes and kettl e
bogs.   The Town of  Ri ch-
mond Hi l l  rat ional i zes
thei r decisi on to proceed
wi t h an OPA and rezoni ng
usi ng t he ‘ Envi ronment
Fi rst ’  pri nciple espoused i n
t he OPA 129 OMB deci -
si on.   Of  course, we won' t
know f or a f ew decades i f
thi s princi pl e wi l l  prove
i t sel f  - the area is onl y now
under const ruct i on.

Independent Peer
Review Gives Low

Grade to Supporting
Studies

I n a rare but  wel come
move t he Mi ni st ry of
Muni ci pal  Af fai rs cal l ed f or
an i ndependent
hydrogeol ogi cal  peer
revi ew.   The concl usions of

which are t hat :

•  t he st udi es do not  meet  t he int ent
of  t he ORM Gui del i nes,

•  t he st udi es do not  meet  t he
provi sions of  York’ s Regional  Plan
and,

•  t he st udi es do not  meet  t he Town
of  Ri chmond Hi l l ’ s own standards.

Despi t e these f i ndi ngs,  t he Town has
proceeded ahead wi t h t he f i rst  pre-
Boar d heari ng hel d on November
19,  1999.    Member groups of  t he
Ket t l e Lakes Coal i t i on each att ended
and entered t hei r request s to be
partici pants.

NGOs Cal l  f or  a Ket t l e
Lakes Park
On October  6,  1999 member  gr oup
representat i ves f rom the Ket tl e Lakes
Coal i t ion hel d a press conference at
Queen’ s Park cal l i ng for a mi ni steri al
zoni ng order f or the Yonge St reet
Corri dor and f or t he provi nce t o
purchase t he land for a park.

A coal i t i on of  si x groups - STORM,
Federati on of  Ontari o Natural i sts,
Save t he Rouge,  Ri chmond Hi l l
Natural i st s,  West  Humber Natural -
i st s and Earthroot s have banded
together i n an eff ort  to save the
Yonge St reet  corri dor f rom being
compl etel y urbanized.

The proposed Ket t l e Lakes Park i s
12 ki l omet res long st ret chi ng f rom
Bathurst  t o t he 404 and
Bl oomington to Stouff vi l le Road.  I t
woul d be t he l argest park i n south-
ern Ontar i o compl ement i ng t he
Rouge Park downst ream.   I n t hi s
stret ch there are seven ket tle lakes
(i ncl udi ng Bond,  Phi l i ps and
Hanes),  Jeff erson Forest  (500 ha
i nterior forest),  numerous wet lands,
ket t l e bogs and headwater streams.
I t  is a green i sl and of hope wi t hi n
t he urban l andscape of  Ri chmond
Hi ll .

Cont act  Gl ori a Mar sh 905 773-
4028

See back page for location map.

The Yonge St reet  Corr i dor Ot her  happeni ngs

• Li ber al  MPP and Muni ci pal
Af f ai rs Cri t i c Mi ke Col l e
(Egl i nt on-Lawrence) i nt roduced
Bi l l  12, a pri vate members bi l l
aski ng f or an Oak Ri dges Mo-
rai ne Commi ssi on.   For more
i nf o cal l  416 325-8707.

• Ci t y of  Toronto wi l l  appear
before t he Board i n t he Yonge
St reet  Corr i dor  OMB Heari ng.

• Rur al  Count rysi de Worki ng
Group of  t he Gr eater Tor onto
Servi ces Board is i ntroduci ng a
mot i on on December 3 cal l i ng
for a si x-month f reeze on devel -
opment .   For more i nf o cal l  Lynn
Mor row 416 338- 2993

• Clear cutt i ng of  the Jeff erson
Forest  t hrough t he Bayvi ew
Extensi on area re-commences on
Monday,  November 29.   Local
residents are st aging a si t- in and
peaceful  demonstrat i on.  Set  up a
tent  i n support .   Gl ori a Marsh
905 773-4028

•  STORM Bout i que -  Open f or
Christmas.   Sweatshi rts, t-shi rt s,
greet i ng cards.   Phone 905 833-
5816
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Ask most peopl e how t o st op i t  and
they shake thei r heads.

Across t he Uni ted States changes are
taki ng pl ace.  Portl and, Oregon i n t he
1970s began a process of  protecti ng
thei r countryside - by drawi ng a l i ne
around i t s core.  A
50% i ncrease i n
populati on has
been accommo-
dated wi t h only a
2% i ncrease i n
developed l and
area and a moder-
ate rise in t he number of  tri ps by car.
Flori da,  the land of sprawl ,  is taking
matt ers i n hand by di rect i ng growth
away from envi ronmental l y sensi t ive
l ands to existi ng popul ated areas.   And
in Cal i f ornia the value of clustered
development  and publ ic transi t  are
seen as a key way to st imul ate eco-
nomi c growth.  The al ternati ves of
congested traff ic and isolated subur-
ban encl aves are no l onger consi dered
as acceptable choices.

The GTA i s experi enci ng huge growth.
I f  we cont inue on t he way we have
si nce 1991, sprawl  wi l l  have fol l owed
the water and sewer pi pes up t he south
slope of  the Morai ne, over the di vi de
and down t he north sl ope.

Status Quo?
Offi cial  pl an pol icies at this ti me are
not st rong enough t o prevent  this from
happeni ng.   The Of f icial  Pl ans of
York,  Durham and Peel  al l  have cl ear
st atements of  i ntent  about  how impor-
tant the Moraine is, clear protection
pol i ci es on how t o protect t he Moraine
and how to di scourage urban sprawl
and how to mai ntai n rural  character.
So, how t o expl ai n t he fol l owing:

• Si nce 1991,  6, 575 ha of  l and on t he
Morai ne have been approved f or
devel opment  (6, 100 ha i n York
Regi on,  108 ha i n Durham and 371
ha i n Peel ).

• Fourt een OPAs i n York t arget i ng
3,227 ha (not  i ncludi ng Ki ng Ci t y or
Oak Ri dges).

• Si x OPAs i n Durham target i ng 629
ha.

• Pl ans f or 14 new gol f  courses t hat

have been i n the works si nce 1991.
Gol f courses, on average, have permi ts
t o take up to 500,000 gal l ons of water
daily.

Most of these proposals wi l l  go before
the Ontari o Muni ci pal  Board and al l
have a good chance of proceedi ng
given the current  status of  planning in
Ontario.

STORM Coal i t i on has advocated f or
t he l ast  10 years that management  of
t he Moraine cannot f ol low pol i t ical
boundari es - t he downst ream popul a-
t i on must  have a voice.

A consistent  appl ication of pol icies
under a clear vi sion of  intent  to
protect is the only way to achieve
long-t erm ecol ogi cal  sustai nabi l i ty and
this cannot be accompl i shed i n a
f ragmented pl anni ng framework.
Wi t hout  consi st ency and fai rness of
appl ication, pol i ti cal  imbal ances wi l l
cause erosi on over ti me.

In al l  frankness, York Regi on deal s
very di ff erent ly wi t h i t s Moraine lands
than does ei ther Peel  or Durham.  The
three Regional  Offi cial  Plans al l
contai n st at ements of  intent  and
pol icies to protect  the Morai ne, how-
ever when compari ng t he number of
OPAs i n York (14) versus Durham
(6) and Peel  (0), the di ff erences are
obvious.

For thi s reason,  we feel  that  a provi n-
cial  pol i cy statement  designed speci fi -
cal l y for t he Oak Ridges Morai ne wi l l
not  create that needed pari t y.   The
‘shal l  have regard to'  sti pulat ion is but
a smal l  st ep up from the Impl ementa-

tion Guidel ines,
subject to int erpreta-
tion and inconsistency
of appl icati on. "

STORM Coal i t i on
advocates t hat at
t his j uncture the
provi nce must  t ake a

st rong l eadershi p rol e in both the
short - and l ong-term.   The short -
t erm measures are:

• An i mmedi ate f reeze on al l  publ i c
spending,  by the provi nci al  and
muni ci pal  governments,  i ncl udi ng
respecti ve agenci es on any further
acti vi ti es,  planni ng or on t he
ground, t hat  wi l l  f urt her compro-
mi se t he Morai ne.

•  Prescri pt ive l and use cont rol s t hat
i dent i f y cl earl y where devel opment
i s of f  l i mi t s and where l imi ted
devel opment  may occur.

•  Engaging in di scussi ons wi t h al l
st akeholders i ncl uding t he pri vate,
chari t abl e and NGO sectors,  on a
l and acqui si ti on st rategy t hat wi l l  to
hel p resolve l and ownershi p con-
flicts.

• Assembl ing a smal l  and eff ect ive
team to prepare protocol s f or
def i ni ng groundwater const rai nt s
cri teria.

Long-t erm measures i ncl ude t he
creat i on and adopt i on of  an Oak
Ri dges Morai ne Act  wi t h an at t end-
ant  l and use pl an t hat  provi des a
cl ear and cert ai n l and use pl anni ng
f ramework.

(cont ' d f rom page 2)

Who' s pr ot ect i ng t he Oak Ri dges Morai ne?
Toront o Star ,  Sept ember  9,  1999

Pol i t i ci ans t o bl ame f or  l et t i ng count rysi de go
Toront o St ar ,  Spetember 30,  1999


