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Thisisboth an editorial and an alert to all friendsof theOak Ridges Moraine
and the environment in general.

Theyear 1993 could well turn out to
be acritical landmark in Ontario
land-use planning. Sometime this
year, the Commission on Planning
and Development Reform, chared
by John Sewell, will submit its final
report. New ideas about planning
are also circulating in various
provincial minigtries, and in agen-
cies such as the Office of the Greater
Toronto Area (OGTA). We could
be moving towards important
changesin provincial legidation and
policy bearing on the environment.

Along with other members of
STORM Caodlition, | have been
following the apparent trendsin the
Commission’ sthinking as published
in their periodic New Planning
News. | have liked some of what

I’ ve seen, such as an emphasison
the need for clearer policy state-
ments about planning by the prov-
ince. And | sympathize, albeit ina
cautious, qualified way, with the
Commission’s desire to make the
planning process less by zantine
time-consuming and cogtly for all
concerned.

Comm ssion Reconmmends:
Provi nce Qut of
Approval s
But | was rodked back on my heds
when, at apublic hearing, Chairman
Sewell told STORM representatives
flatly that the Commission is recom-

mending that the provinceremaove

itself right out of the business of
approving land-use plans.

Everything in my experience of
zoning and land-use battles tells me
that would be a disagter. | do not
think municipal politiciansare
worse people than other politicians,
| haveknown some firg-class ones.
But I do think municipal pdliticians,
close tothegrassroots asthey are
are also much more exposed than
are federal and provincial politicians
to raw, direct pressures from finan-
cialy interested parties - especially
developers and othe land-interested
partied Particularly in small and
medium-sized urban fringemunici-
palities, they don’t have platoons of
deputies and executive assstants to
deflect much of the heat.

Ecosytem Pl anni ng
It can certainly beargued that up to
the present, the province'srolein
land-use policy hasleft agreat deal
to be desred. But that isareason
for theprovinceto pull upits socks
and do better - not smply drop out
of the game If wearetruly to make
ecosystemic and waershed planning
realitiesin Ontario, rather than just
decorative buzzwords for ministerial
speeches and development gpplica-
tions, the province must play an
active role- in pat for the smple
reason tha ecosystems and water-
sheds do not conform to municipd
boundaries.

| hope tha many othe'swhose
experiences point to the same
concluson will speak up on this
matter. | hopetoo that more gener-
ally, everyone who cares about the
Oak RidgesMoraine and other
agpects of our natural environment
will follow the planning reform
process over the nextfew months
with an especially wachful eye and
make clear to both the Commisson
and to the provincial government
what they want.

David McQueen
Chair, Advocacy

Useful addr esses;

New Planning for Ontario

180 Dundas Street W, 22nd Floor
Toronto, Ontario M5G 178
325-8734 (telephone)

325-8739 (fax)

Honourable David Cooke
Minigter of Municipal Affairs
777 Bay Street, 17th Foor
Toronto, Ontario M5G 2E5

If youwould likefurther
information, please contact:
STORM Coalition:

Box 2209, Station B

Richmaond Hill Ontario
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