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MORAINE WATCH: KEEPING AN EYE ON THE MORAINE

Bolton-- Recently when asked what we can do to hep the environment, Dr. Suzuki sad: @ think asindividuas
we abolutely haveto get involved in the political processif we@e going to dedl with this We canot do it asjust
individuasdoing our thing. We nead the government to act and the way that we do that iswe®e got to put it on
the agenda®

And now, thanksto anew manud produced by the Monitoring the Moraine (MTM) project partners, resdents
living on or doseto the Oak Ridges Moraine can effectivdy get involved in the municipa decison making
process about the morane@future. Moraine Warch: A Guide to Monitoring Municipal Land Use Planning on the
Oak Ridges Moraine isahow-to guidefor community membersto monitor devdlopment gpplicaionsand the
performanceof their municipa government on moraine-rdaed planning.

The manud includesthe M oraine Watch Checklis D a gep-by-gep worksheat for evduating planning
goplicaions aswdl asdetaled background information on land-use planning and legidation rdevant to the
moraine. Thisworksheet can d<0 be accased ssparady for usein monitoring gecific devd opment gpplicaions

Qdedly, with thismanua, wewill be able to assess canformity to the Ok Ridges M oraine Conservation Plan
early enough 0 that where there are gapswe can try to influencedesgn and/or influencethe gpprova process O
says Debbie Scheefer, Chair of Concaned Citizens of King Township. @ don®expect to spontaneoudy debate
with aplanner about the vdidity of agructurein rdation to awater course; but by usng the manud and
following the checKig | expect to have more of an influenceasmy objectionswill be linked directly to the
caresponding sections and subsections of the Plan.O

Enacted in 2002, the Oak Ridges M oraine Conservetion Plan (ORMCP) aimsto protect the moran€'s
ecdogicd and hydrologicd festures D epite being aprovincid land use plan, it isimplemented by municipdities
through officid plansand zoning by-laws amended to conform to the ORM CP. Because thereisno legidated
provincid oversght to monitor municipa performance citizensmust be the ®&eson the moraineQo enaure
municipa canformity.

Severd workshops have been hdd on the moraine to introducethe manud to intereted cammunity members
and to familiarize userswith how to usethe Moraine Watch Checkig for evauating devdopment gpplicaions
Theseworkshopswill continue asinterest in the Moraine Watchiinitiative goreads 2008 will do bring the
ariva of the Morane Wach Tracking System; aweb-based serviceto track, digolay and archive development
activity and monitoring daaon an online map of the Ok RidgesMoraine. This system will serveto connect
monitoring groupsand publicize activitiesand reaults
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The Morane Watch Manud is available on the MTM webste (www.monitoringthemoraine.cg. Hard capiesor
more information can be obtained by cantacting Debbe Cranddl, Executive Director, Save the Oak Ridges
Morane (STORM) Codition a 905-880-3465 or

dcranddl @tormcadition.org, Vist STORM @webste a www.sormcadition.org.

MTM is a cdlaborative project between CitizengDEnvironment Watch (CEW), STORM, and Centre for
Community Mapping (COMAP). It is desgned to engage and sugan community volunteers in science
gewardship, monitoring and decison-making on the Oak RidgesMoraine.
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